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there, and told us of his having been at 
school with the Duke of Wellington, with 
whom he had the honor of fighting, but 
the Duke beat him. " He began with 
you," said Sydney, " and ended with Bon- 
aparte." 

Mr. Luttrell mentioned an Irish clergy- 
man who was much offended at being 
called a "pluralist," and said, "If you 
don't take care you will find me a duelist." 
Smith took this up, and said, " I suppose 
there is scarcely a clergyman in Ireland 
who has not been out. I am told they set- 
tle these matters when the afternoon's 
service is over. I have seen a parson's 
challenge: 'Sir, meet me on the first 
Sunday after the Epiphany.' " 

I was greatly amused with him at a 
large evening party at Mrs. Bates's house. 
He had been suffering from gout, and re- 
mained seated near the door, watching 
the arrival of the guests, and their re- 
ception by the hostess. 

" Is it possible," he said to her, " that 
you know all these people V 
« Oh, no !" 

"Well, then, you do it remarkably 
well, for you not only seem to know them 
all, but to love them all. Can you tell an 
American at first sight? I'm sure I 
can't." And then, observing a lady with 
an uncommonly splendid turban on her 
head, he added, " I should say there is a 
bit of IT. S." — and he happened to be right. 
Many things were invented for him 
which he never said, among them the 
story of Landseer asking to paint him, 
and his reply, " Is thy servant a dog, that 
he should do this thing 1" 

This was in the newspapers, and Syd- 
ney Smith, meeting Landseer in the park, 
said: 

" Have you seen our little" joke in the 
papers V 
" Are you disposed to acknowledge it 1" 
" I have no objection." 

We have in the volume much delight- 
ful matter concerning Rogers, Sydney 
Smith, etc., which it would please our 
readers to quote ; but space does not per- 
mit. Leslie has endeared himself to pos- 
terity by these " Recollections," in that 
they show him a man of fine observation 
and large intelligence ; while his kindly 
heart, leading his recording pen only into 
the pleasantest ways, has written the art- 
ist's own epitaph : of him who writes lov- 
ingly of others, be it lovingly written of 
him ! . 
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JACK FALSTAFF. 

;^|fA)ASHINGTON IRVING, in 
f (P X\ his ever delightful "Sketch 
"^p^yiy Book," tells the story of his 
yfeg-T^ q ues t for the immortal Boar's 

<sQir£ Head Tavern, Eastcheap, Lon- 
© don, where Shakspeare made 
his " roystering crew" to gather — Falstaff, 
Prince Hal, Bardolph, Dame Quickly, 
Ancient Pistol, and their memorable con- 
freres in the drunken bout and social 
strife. He says : 

" I was, one morning, turning over his 
[Shakspeare's] pages, when I casually 
opened upon the comic scenes of Henry 
IV., and was, in a moment, completely 
lost in the madcap revelry of the Boar's 
Head Tavern. So vividly and naturally 
are these scenes of humor depicted, and 
with such force and consistency are the 
characters sustained, that they become 
mingled up in the mind with the facts 
and personages of real life. To few read- 
ers does it occur that, in sober truth, no 
such knot of merry roysterers ever en- 
livened the dull neighborhood of E&st- 
cheap. 

" For my part, I love to give myself up 
to the illusions of poetry. A hero of fic- 
tion, that never existed, is just as valu- 
able to me as a hero of history that ex- 
isted a thousand years since ; and, if I 
inay be excused such an insensibility to 
the common ties of human nature, I would 
not give up fat Jack for half the great men of 
ancient chronicle. What have the heroes 
of yore done for me, or men like me 1 
They have conquered countries, of which 
I do not enjoy an acre ; or they have 
gained laurels, of which I do not inherit 
a leaf; or they have furnished examples 
of hair-brained prowess, which I have 
neither the opportunity nor inclination to 
follow. 

" But old Jack Falstaff ! kind Jack 
Falstaff ! sweet Jack Falstaff ! has 
enlarged the boundaries of human enjoy- 
ment; he has added vast regions of wit and 
good humor, in which the poorest man may 
revel; and has bequeathed a never-failing 
inheritance of jolly laughter, to make man- 
kind merrier and better to the latest pos- 
terity." 

What a charming exposition is this of 
the redoubtable Jack — the valiant sol- 
dier, the gross drinker, the monstrous 
braggart, the questionable lover, the man 
of ten thousand adventures ! Irving al- 



ways caught the sunnyside view of human 
nature, where it was possible ; and this 
tribute to the memory of Jack Falstaff 
shows how fully his humor-loving nature 
caught the purpose of the poet in creating 
such a creature : that it was to add vast 
regions to the boundaries of wit and hu- 
mor — to bequeath a boundless inheritance 
to the stores of laughter — to make man- 
kind better and happier — who can doubt 1 

We would be pleased, did our space 
permit, to quote from the pages of the 
" Sketch Book" the story of that search 
after the headquarters of the knight. 
Irving pursued his researches in the spirit 
of a true disciple of the bard whose 
smallest words will echo down the gen- 
erations like oracles ; and, if he failed to 
find the veritable personages of the drama, 
he did not fail to resurrect them in the 
true doublet and hose of their mythic 
reality. We recount his estimate of Fal- 
staff, because the Cosmopolitan Art Associ- 
ation has determined upon the celebrated 
scene of" Falstaff Mustering his Recruits" 
for its forthcoming premium engraving, 
for this (the 7th) year's subscribers. The 
scene is in the office of Justice Shallow, 
and there appear that troup of recruits 
now rendered immortal through the 
poet's characterization : Mouldy, Shadow, 
Bullcalf, Wart, Feeble, etc., etc., all are 
there, together with Bardolph, with his 
rose-blossom nose, and the model Justices, 
Shallow and Silence ; while the ponder- 
ous knight, in all the pomp and circum- 
stance of his captain's state, stands forth 
to question and pass upon his motley 
levies. If Irving could have looked upon 
this superb rendering of that most laugh- 
able occasion, he would have gone into a 
rhapsody of delight, for it is, beyond 
doubt, one of the best Falstaffs ever put 
upon canvas or steel. The Art Associa- 
tion deserves great credit for the produc- 
tion of so fine a work of art as the engrav- 
ing will be. 

The terms apon which it is offered may 
be stated as iollows: For three dollars, 
the subscriber becomes a member of the 
Association, entitled to share in all its 
benefits, receiving (postpaid) the engrav- 
ing of " Falstaff Mustering his Recruits," 
the Art Journal for 1861 (Vol. V), and 
a Certificate, which admits to the Gallery 
of Paintings, 548 Broadway, New-York ; 
while, in addition to all this, many thou- 
sand dollars worth of paintings, statuary, 
etc., are awarded to members. This is, 
truly, a magnificent art-benefit. 



